ResExec Minutes
Tuesday 13th October 2009
Chair; Ed Sparkes, Vice President Housing and Community

Secretary; Nyssa Koring, Student Group Co-ordinator – Residents Associations

In attendance by RA Committee;

Aitken, Elgar, Hunter, Jarratt, Maple, Mason, Pritchatts Park, QHC, Shackleton, Tennis Court, The Beeches, Victoria

Apologies;

FOCSOC

1. Register and Apologies
Ed Sparkes talked about item 6, AMG, and how important it was that we had a voice on this committee. They will be looking for two representatives, who will attend 2 AMGs and, if one is formed, a sub committee. This term will finish at Christmas. Sadly, those from Liberty and Victoria Halls will be unable to stand.
2. Castle / Falcon Cars
Johnny spoke about various trouble with taxi companies. He reiterated that the Guild is ONLY affiliated with Castle Cars and no other taxi company. He has been made aware that Falcon Cars have been advertising a similar system to Nightbus, and that they have also been using similar branding. The Guild have contacted them, and despite the fact that the Nightbus branding is new, they have claimed that these are last years flyers and they will not be handing out any more. Redbrick have also worked undercover and called them, on the occasion they called, they themselves, claimed that they were the official Guild taxi company. This is not the case, as we have concerns about their safety record and how they train their drivers.
Comment; We have some concerns about Castle Cars safety as one student stopped off at a cash point o take £30, and the taxi driver tried to charge £30 for the whole trip.

Johnny; We are trying to set up a complaints procedure for both the Nightbus and Castle Cars, in the meantime, can you send complaints to me at vpw@guild.bham.ac.uk 

Comment; Some people have been hanging around clubs and telling students that Nightbus isn’t running

Johnny; We have been a victim of our own success, and on occasion, we have had to start telling people this. However, other companies are now starting to do this themselves to encourage people into their taxi’s.
3. Blood Service
The visit from the blood service in September worked really well, and we are looking at doing similar visits throughout the year, we are also looking at sounding out Halls about doing visits to the Vale and other Halls throughout the year. On being asked if this was something RAs might want to do, they replied positively and suggested Wednesday afternoons as a possible good day.
Johnny stated that he would get back to RAs in due course.

4. Ed Bauer
Ed Bauer stated that he would like to work with RAs more to encourage Halls to be greener and chat about ethical issues. He would like to set up an ethical group and asked if he would be able to report back on progress at every other ResExec. The RAs decided unanimously that this seemed like a good idea.
5. SLA
Ed Sparkes talked RAs through the new SLA, indicating that it had not yet been approved by the trustee board, but that we wanted to get the message out that the roles were changing before the elections came.

Main points that came up were the consultation surveys, finances, roles, and the changes to the ResDev fund (now the Partnership Fund).
Q;  You mentioned that any Hall which will benefit from a pitch will not be able to have a say – how will this affect pitches for things like Vale Fireworks?
A; It’s a fine line, but we will have a committee to decide which pitches can come through to ResExec who will decide this

Q; 20% for a Ball isn’t enough?

A; It is enough, remember, any alcohol you purchase will come out of the alcohol budget, the 20% also considers income form ticket sales.

Q; Can RAs join together to do a joint pitch?

A; Yes, this is the best use of the fund

Q; When does this start

A; It should start in its whole from January, although we will start bringing in changes sooner than this – needless to say, we’ll let you know and give you lots of warning if anything new is coming in.

Q; What happens to money which isn’t pitched for?

A; It’ll role over into next term/next years budget

Q; What % area will things like Freshers Crew tickets/t-shirts come from?

A; We’re hoping to make it so that you no longer have to pay for these.

6. AMG
Jamie, Sports Officer from Jarratt and Chris, Volunteering Officer from TECRA both put themselves forward and gave a short presentation.
Election; RAs were asked to vote on whether these two should take the two spaces on the committee (AMG), the vote was unanimous in saying that, yes, they should be on the committee.

7. RA Social
Happening on the 24th October, Laserquest followed by money behind the bar at Beorma for Fab/n/Fresh/ If you haven’t RSVP’d then oyu need to let Nyssa Koring know by the end of this ResExec. 
8. Mentors Meeting
There is a meeting for Mentors and Presidents/Representation Officers from RAs. This is taking place on Thursday 15th October at 6pm. There will be a free meal for those attending. This is a good chance for you to meet the new Mentors
9. Vale Fireworks
Is happening on 5th November, it is a free event. Please promote and send around the Facebook event details.
10. RA Results Night
We have managed to get the Great Hall for the Results Night on Sunday 6th December. Please make sure you don’t organise any RA activities for this day. 

11. Elections
There are still spaces available on Guild Council, deadline is midday on Thursday 15th October. This is a good opportunity for you to start representing students outside of the RA.
12. Volunteering Showcase
Chris from TECRA spoke about a potential event he wanted to run, a Volunteering Showcase. This is  not a Volunteering Fair, and is a more exciting and innovative way of promoting volunteering. We are not asking for financial support, just help in promoting. More information will be emailed round at a later date.
13. AOB
Ball After Party

Will from Hunter and Vicky from Mason asked RAs on their opinions on a joint after party event for winter balls. Asking RAs how they would feel if they all organised their balls on the same day, followed by a massive after party at the Guild. The after party would be free to attend.
There was concern over a fight for venues, so RAs agreed to investigate venue availability and report back on the Facebook group – a possible date for Balls was Tuesday 8th December.

Supersonic Vague
Mark form Aitken reported that people from Supersonic Vague had been selling tickets around the Hall, claiming that they had permission from the RA. They have also been putting unauthorised posters up – this is a warning for all RAs to pay attention to this kind of behaviour.
