ResExec Minutes
Tuesday 27th October 2009
Chair; Tom Guise, Vice President Democracy and Resources
Secretary; Nyssa Koring, Student Group Co-ordinator – Residents Associations

In attendance by RA Committee;

Aitken, Elgar, Hunter, Jarratt, Maple, Mason, Pritchatts Park, QHC, Shackleton, Tennis Court, The Beeches, Victoria

Apologies;

Ed Sparkes, Johnny Davis
1. Register and Apologies
Apologies have been received by Ed Sparkes and Johnny Davis. 
2. RA Elections
Tom Guise updated RAs on the elections and begin by passing round a paper and asking for one person per RA to leave their contacts and to act as RA Election liaison. He also gave out election timetables which included all the nomination and election dates at this point. A round up of the ley dates are as follows;

Nominations

2nd – 16th November


Nominations reopen
16th – 19th November


Withdrawal deadline
20th November


Elections Training
17th November and the 20th November


Campaigning begins
23rd November


Voting


30th November – 3rd December

For voting, each Hall has a different evening, and voting will be open from 6pm-8pm.

Tom Guise asked RAs to try and tie in events with the elections, but stated that they can’t give out a free beer to those who turn up to vote in elections – other incentives, such as discounted club tickets, are acceptable – all election incentives are events still need to be proposed and go through the same procedures that any other RA event would need to go through. If RAs want to do Hustings events, they can do, but should check with Tom Guise on how to organise one.

Candidates will have a budget of £10, this will be processed much quicker than in previous years, as it was a new system and we are now more comfortable with it’s use.

Elections are your chance to represent your Hall, your achievements and memories, and the Guild will be giving out prizes for the RA with the biggest election % increase, most creative hustings and biggest turnout (based proportionally on the number in the Hall overall).

There will be no official By Election, if there are any vacant positions after this, then we will access the situation.

Q; Will the manifestos be available at Ballot Stations?

A; We’ll look into it and sort something out for you.

Q; What about elections in Victoria where not all students are in elected bed spaces?

A; NK to contact Victoria and QHC separately.

Q; Will you bring tables with you to elections this time?

A; We will be working with the RA liaisons to ensure you have all you need.

Any other election queries should be emailed to Tom Guise at vpdr@guild.bham.ac.uk 

3. SHAC
Ed Sparkes has sent out a facebook group, and requested that RAs send this out to both the old and new Hall Facebook groups. If this has not been done, please make sure you do it soon. Ed Sparkes has also asked that you are prepared for the beginning of the new “Don’t Rush” campaign, as your support will be needed.
4. American Football Event
Message from Katie Ford, there is an Xplosion American Football Event will be happening on 7th November. Please can you promote this to your contacts, and can you potentially organise an event for it? NK to send further information.
5. Contracts
Nyssa Koring gave a reminder to RAs that they shouldn’t be signing contracts themselves, and should be brining them into the Guild to be checked beforehand.
6. Winter Ball Update
Vicky Barber gave an update on the joint Winter Ball After Party idea. All feedback has been received by RAs and most are aiming to get venues for the 8th. A proposed meeting with Gatecrasher today (27th October) had to be cancelled due to illness, but a further meeting will be held – this will be to discuss cost and capacity issues. Vicky requested that all RAs message her with details of what sort of cost they would be willing to part with for the event, so that they can investigate possible DJs and/or acts. 

7. RA Results Night After Party
Nyssa Koring ask for ideas for a possible after party for the RA Results Night to be emailed to her.
8. AOB
Fairtrade Issues
Ed Bauer reported that there was limited scope for students in Halls to feedback on Fairtrade Issues, and wondered if anyone on from ResExec/RA’s would like to sit on a committee.

It was suggested that he waits until January, as the new RAs will be being elected shortly and it may be more appropriate to address them.

Alton Towers

Thomas Breed asked if any RAs would be interested in buying some surplus Alton Towers tickets for £10 a ticket, anyone interested should contact him.

Birthday

Mark Harrop informed the group that it was Tom’s birthday and that they would be going for drinks.
