ResExec Minutes
Tuesday 29th September 2009
Chair; Ed Sparkes, Vice President Housing and Community

Secretary; Nyssa Koring, Student Group Co-ordinator – Residents Associations

In attendance by RA Committee;

Aitken, Elgar, FOCSOC, Hunter, Jarratt, Mason, Pritchatts Park, QHC, Shackleton, Tennis Court, The Beeches, Victoria

Apologies;

Maple
1. Register and Apologies
Several of the sabbatical officers introduced themselves to the team.
2. Uni Catering
This was talked about before the meeting.
3. Botanical Gardens
Representatives for Botanical Gardens spoke to the group about the venues they work for and options for Winter Balls. They handed out packs of information, including photos, and invited all RAs to attend the preview evening on the 7th October. They also spoke about themes and tech, and told RAs that dates generally filed up quickly so they should book soon.
Ed Sparkes to remind RAs that they should not clash with the Results evening which was looking likely, but not confirmed, to be the 6th December.

4. LGBTQ
This was not covered at the meeting.
5. Freshers Fest
Ed Sparkes informed RAs, that despite there being some problems, this years Freshers Fest had been the best so far, and that there would be an awards night in the VIP room at Risa on the 7th October.
6. Non Alcoholic Events
Ed Sparkes asked the RAs to run more non alcoholic events as the University was getting concerned at the level of alcoholic events which were being run.
7. Freshers Fest Vale Day
Ed Sparkes reminded RAs that the Vale Day would be taking place, with societies doing shows and showcases. There would also be food and BBQs available. RAs were asked to promote the day.  
8. SLA
Trustee’s board should be meeting on Monday to finalise the SLA. Until then, RAs are expected to be on their best behaviour.
9. Grants
RAs were informed that Grants had arrived and were in their accounts; however, this was ALL they were getting. Ed reminded RAs that we had the power to chase them for overdrafts.
10. RA Booklets
Booklets were being delivered now, as date had come in late and there have been several postal strikes.
Q; Will we be getting any refund?

A; No, as the booklets are actually being delivered – but we will see what we can do.

11. Spiking
There have been alleged reports of drinks spiking taking place, more worryingly, one of these was at the Guild. Make sure you are as vigilant as possible. The Guild is drafting a formal response.

Q; We haven’t seen any chill out information, the bear or handouts

A; This may be due to the nature of the events you have been to so far on your Freshers Pack, the clubs you go to this week may see a more prominent presence.
12. Weakest Link

There are open auditions happening for the Weakest Link on Wednesday 7th October, please promote to your students
13. Door Step Challenge

There is a competition to improve the look of the gardens in Selly Oak, please publicise this.
14. AOB
Nightbus
The buses are running during Freshers Fes from 12midnight to 3.30pm, it is working and you have sold it well, so congratulations. In terms of longer hours of use, we must remember that it is primarily there as a Welfare tool, hence the 12.30am usual start time. We are going to set up a working group, so further comments can be included then.

Intraleague

Katie Ford reminded all RAs to get Intraleague forms and payments handed in.

One-To-One’s

1-2-1’s with Ed Sparkes, Nyssa Koring, and RAs, will be beginning shortly.

Freshers Fest

Please keep your Freshers T-Shirts to yourselves, as handing them to Freshers is causing problems. Keep banter down to friendly banter and keep rivalry off buses.
