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Present: Rob Sassoon (Chair of Council), Rachael Chetwynd – Cowieson (Deputy Chair of Council), Dora Meredith (President), Mark Harrop (President elect), Ash Chambers (Vice President Democracy and Resources), Hugo Sumner (Vice President Democracy and Resources elect), Rob Hunter (Vice President Education and Access), Edd Bauer (Vice President Education elect), Jonny Kirby (Vice President Housing and Community), Zuki Majuqwana (Vice President Housing and Community elect), Julian Adeniran (Vice President Sport), Tim Smith (Vice President Sport elect), Matt Lamb (Vice President Student and Activities and Development), Johnny Davis (Vice President Welfare), Luke Reynolds (Vice President Welfare elect), Nina Paul (Women’s Officer), Sandhya Trott (Community Action Officer), Leander Jones (Community Action Officer elect), Hadi Jawad (International Students Officer), Noorie Karimbocus (International Students Officer elect) Emma Cooper (Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Queer Students Officer), Sophie Bailey (Disabled Students Officer), Jennifer Kirk (Disabled Students Officer elect), Kelvin Rose (Home Students Officer), Mikalya  Jones (Home Students Officer elect),Rachel Rogers (History), Faris Karouni (Chemical Engineering), Christopher Richardson – Wright (Government and Society), Sarah Lansdell (Social Policy), Laura Morgans (Open Place), Adam O’Connell (Open Place), Nicola Levy (Open Place), Malia Bouattia (Postgraduate), Steven Johnson (Postgraduate), Alex Fenton (First Year), Joel Marks (First Year), Oliver Cosentino (Cultural and International), Dave Glenwright (Departmental), Felicity Cross (Media Groups), Tim Lucas (Volunteering), Dan Joplin (Competitive Sports), Penny Lee (Aitkin Wing and Chelwood), Vicky Harris (Elgar Court), John Hilliard (FOCSOC), Sophie Quy (Hunter Court), Dillon Bakaran (Jarrett Hall), Johnny Dolan (Maple Bank), Ellen Puddephatt (Pritchatts Park), Sam Delcruz (Shackleton), Phill Coomes (Tennis Courts), Maisie O’Malley (Victoria Hall), Zahra Kassamali (International Students Association), Rachel Foreman (Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans and Queer Association)
In attendance: Jo Thomas (Chief Executive Officer), Michael Garrett (Director of Membership), Tim Owen (Student Community Welfare Manager), Jim Alcock (Representation Co-ordinator (Secretary)), Naomi Maltby (Representation Co-ordinator), Will Cooling (Representation Co-ordinator)  
Apologies:  Joseph Moses(ARAF), Ed Bergen (EMO), Laura Beckmann (EEO), Hannah Minsky (Open Place), Kathryn Wain (Open Place), Avinoam Shina (Open Place), Elliott Park (Open Place), Naomi, Morris (Philosophy), Alex Green (Law), Chris Nash (GEES), Hannah Andrews (Medicine), Sophie Lipman (English, Drama, American & Canadian Studies), Joe Jayson (Electronic, Electrical and Computer Engineering), David Remington (Mechanical Engineering), Paula Strauss (Psychology)
James Arnold (Business), Hadassah Sheer (Sport & Exercise Science), Daniel Wallis (Computer Science), Eve Minsky (Religious and Faith), Joe Hopkins (Religious and Faith), Rachael Twumasi (Campaigning and Political), Andrew Wright (Media Groups), Leo West (Arts and Performance), Oliver Lock (Arts and Performance), Paris Solomon  (International and Cultural), James Nutt (Indoor Activities), Laura Thomas (Indoor Activities), James Robertson (Recreational Pursuits), Ralph Jay (Recreational Pursuits), Freddie Lindesay (Mason Hall)
	No
	ITEM FOR DISCUSSION
	NOTES
	ACTION

	1
	Count of Quoracy
	A Count of Quoracy took place.
28  Guild Councillors were in the room.

Guild Council was declared sub-quorate.

A vote was held on whether the meeting should proceed sub-quorate.

Votes For:  73%                 Votes Against: 27%
The vote passed and the meeting was opened.
	 

	2
	Starring of the Agenda
	The following agenda items were automatically starred:

3) Approval of Previous Minutes March 11
4) Elections
6) Communications
7) Officer Questions and Scrutiny
7d) Report: Appointments Panel
8a) Officer Life Membership
8b) Honorary Life Membership
9m) EMERGENCY MOTION: Student Safety
And the Sabbatical Leaving Speeches.
Amendments from proposers were submitted to the following motions:
9a) Resolves 2 was changed from: “That within this ‘Student-Staff Safety Scheme’ the Guild of Students will provide

free transport home (within a reasonable distance) to any Student Staff members who are working after 1am who wish to take advantage of it.” to
“That within this ‘Student-Staff Safety Scheme’ the Guild of Students will provide free (or subsidised) transport home (within a reasonable distance) to any Student Staff members who are working after 1am who wish to take advantage of it.”

9c) Believes 4 was changed from “The fairest way of compensating students is a straightforward repayment.” to

“The Guild believes the money should go into a hardship fund.”

Resolves 1 was changed from “For the Guild of Students and Officer Team to campaign for direct compensation

from the University of Birmingham for students for any disruption due to strike action.” to

“For the Guild of Students and Officer Team to campaign for money to go into a hardship fund.”

Resolves 2 was changed from “For the Guild of Students to come to agreement with the University about how

students should be compensated.” to

“For the Guild of Students to come to agreement about how this should happen.”

Mandates 2 was changed from “For the President of the Guild to write immediately to the Vice Chancellor

informing him of the Guild’s position and asking him to resolve the issue by creating a compensation scheme, for this letter to be published on the President’s blog.” to

“For the President of the Guild to write immediately to the Vice Chancellor informing him of the Guild’s position and asking him to resolve the issue by creating a hardship fund, for this letter to be published on the President’s blog.”

Mandates 3 was changed from “For the Officer Team to campaign to get a compensation scheme running.” to

“For the Officer Team to campaign to get a hardship fund running.”

9d) Mandates 1 was changed from “One Sabbatical Officer on to attend monthly open meetings of a ‘Birmingham Student Assembly’ starting in time for the next academic year.” to

“Sabbatical Officers to alternate attendance to monthly open meetings of a ‘Birmingham Student Assembly’ starting in time for the next academic year.”

Amy Squire stars report 7g)

Mark Harrop stars motion 7f)

Rob Hunter (VPEA) stars motion 9i)

Dan Joplin (Competitive Sports) stars motion 9j)

Nina Paul (Women’s Officer) stars motion 9c)

Joel Marks stars motion 9d)

A vote was held to pass all unstarred business.

Votes For: 86%                         Votes Against: 14%

The vote passed.

The following items were unstarred and therefore approved by Guild Council:

4a) Elections: Election Committee
5) Actions Outstanding
7a) Report: Sabbatical Officers Report
7b) Report: Guild Officers Group
7c) Report: Open Forums Update
7e) Report: Association Review
7h) Report: Bye-Laws
9a) Motion: Keeping our FABulous Student Staff Safe
9b) Motion: Night Bus for the Future
9e) Motion: Membership Disciplinary Policy
9f) Motion: Guild Officer Group Discipline and Appeals Policy
9g) Motion: More Guild Councils
9h) Motion: Campaign for Fair PGT Funding
9k) Motion: Flexibility in Part Time Work
9l) Motion: The University of Birmingham Guild of Students has NO Confidence for the Minister for Universities and Science.

	

	3
	Approval of Previous Minutes
	The minutes of the meeting of Guild Council 15/03/11 were viewed.
The following mistakes were identified:

Pg 1 – Present: Hadi Jawad International Officer, Sophie Bailey Disabled Officer, Sandhya Trott Community Action Officer, and Michaela Jones were all present at the meeting.

Pg 6, Questions Suggestions and Scrutiny:  Under the ‘Appointments Panel Update’ Zuki Majuqwana amended the term ‘elected’ to ‘appointed’. 
A vote was held on the accuracy of the minutes from the last meeting.

Votes For:  96%                 Votes Against: 4%
The vote passes.

The minutes of the meeting 15/03/11 were accepted as an accurate record. 


	

	4
	Elections
	An election was held for two positions for the Elections Committee.
Nicola Levy (Open Place) nominated Alex Fenton (First Year) and Faris Karouni (Chem Eng) nominated Malia Bouattia (Postgraduate Guild Councillor) for this position.  Ellen Puddephatt (Pritchatts Park) nominated herself for the position.
A vote was held.

Alex Fenton and Ellen Puddephatt were elected to the Elections Committee.

	

	5
	Actions Outstanding
	No actions outstanding were reported.
	

	6
	Communications
	Rob Sassoon (Chair) gave apologies on behalf of Joseph Moses (ARAF) and Alex Green (Law) who were unable to attend as they were meeting with a Chief Rabbi to discuss anti-Semitic issues on campus 
Johnny Davis (VPW) reported that it is National Blood Donor Week this week and encouraged members to donate blood.  He referred to there being a shortage of young blood donors at present, as recently featured in the news.

Rob Hunter (VPEA) referred to a ‘competition’ that had been hidden inside the Guild council papers.  He announced the following winners, Sandhya Trott (CAO), Michaela Jones, James Kendrick, Rachel Chetwynd-Cowieson (Deputy Chair) and Amanda

Moorghan.
Tom Defraine (Carnival) thanked everybody involved in Enigma which took place last night.  He reported that the event had been a success.

Ash Chambers (VPDR) reported that the Grad Ball will be taking place this Thursday 16th June and that there is going to be a secret act performing at the event.


	

	7
	Officer Questions and Scrutiny
	Rob Sassoon (Chair) announces censures for failing to blog in accordance with Guild Policy for:
Rob Sassoon referred to the recent blogging policy which states that if Officers do not blog in accordance with the policy they will receive a censure.
The Chair announces censures for failing to blog in accordance with Guild Policy for: 

Ash Chambers (VPDR)

Johnny Kirby (VPHC)

Julian Adeniran (VPS)  x2 

Matt Lamb (VPSAD) x2
Johnny Davis (VPW) x2
Ed Bergen EMO

Laura Beckmann (EEO)
Hadi Jawad ISO

Emma Cooper (LGBTQO) x2
Nina Paul (WO)
7d) Appointments Panel

Dora Meredith (President) announced that Hannah Coakley (Undergraduate) and Andrew Logsdail (Postgraduate) have been nominated to serve on the Trustee Board.  Dora Meredith praised the high calibre of all of the candidates.

A vote to ratify the appointment was taken.

Votes For: 93%                              Votes Against: 7%

The appointment was approved.

7f) Guild Council Working Group

Rob Sassoon (Chair) reported that he and Ash Chambers (VPDR) had been mandated by the Guild Open Forum to undertake a review of Guild Council.  6 Guild Councillors also sat on the Guild Council Working Group.  Rob Sassoon (Chair) referred to the Guild Council Working Group Report which outlines their recommendations.

Zuki Majuqwana refers to Item 6, paragraph 3 and asks whether the Chair’s discretion can be challenged.  Rob Sassoon (Chair) confirms that the Chair’s discretion can be challenged.

A vote was held to approve the recommendations.

Votes For:  93%                 Votes Against: 7%
The recommendations were approved.
7g) Steering Committee
Ash Chambers (VPDR) explained the role of the Steering Committee in selecting appropriate motions to go forward to Guild Council.  He reported that 18 motions had been reviewed by the Steering Committee, and that 12 had been bought forward to Guild Council.

Amy Squire asked why her motion on supporting NHS industrial action had been rejected by the Steering Committee.  

Ash Chambers (VPDR) reported that the motion was not relevant to the Guild’s purpose and charitable status, and that they had reached this decision following legal advice.
Amy Squire questioned how the motion was not relevant to the Guild’s purpose when there are approximately 2000 Birmingham medical students who will work for the NHS in the future.  She requested to see a copy of the legal advice to which Ash Chambers (VPDR) referred.
Edd Bauer (VPE elect) stated that the Guild should be able to take any political stance that it wants to, and that it should not be the Steering Committee’s role to decide this.  Edd Bauer disagreed that the motion was against the Guild’s charitable status.

Ash Chambers (VPDR) reported that the Guild’s resources can only be used to support issues directly facing students and that this is laid out in the Guild’s Memorandum of Association.
Edd Bauer (VPE elect) suggested that Amy Squire should have received more support from the Guild in writing her motion to ensure that it was in line with the Guild’s charitable status.  Dora Meredith (President) suggested that Amy Squire meet with the Steering Group to discuss this in time for next Guild Council.  Amy Squire informed Guild Council that she will no longer be a student next academic year and therefore nominated Leander Jones (CAO elect) to meet with Steering Group on her behalf.
Amy Squire stated that she wanted to reject the Steering Committee’s decision.

A vote took place.

Votes For: 52%                   Votes Against: 48%
The Steering Committee’s decision was upheld.

Christ Richardson-Wright (Government and Society) asked Ash Chambers (VPDR) and Matt Lamb (VPSAD) whether a Suppliers List has been given to Student Groups yet as promised.  It had been proposed that the creation of a suppliers list would achieve economies of scale.
Ash Chambers (VPDR) responded that a member of Guild Finance staff is currently looking into this and whether there would be economies of scale benefits from a distribution list.

James Kendrick asked whether RAs will be involved in the consultation
Matt Lamb (VPSAD) responded that here would be no problem with RA’s being involved in the consultation.
Tim Lucas (Volunteering) proposes a censure for Julian Adeniran (VPS) for failing to respond to his request for a support with organising a Sporting World Record on campus.  

Julian Adeniran (VPS) replies that he has taken steps to support Tim Lucas (Volunteering) in the setting up of this event including speaking to Guild Senior Management, and talking to Guild Student Development staff who then worked with Tim Lucas on the project.  Julian Adeniran acknowledged that he had not communicated the work he had done to Tim Lucas.

A vote was held.

Votes For:  56%                 Votes Against: 44%
The censure passes.

8a) Officer Life Membership

Rob Sassoon (Chair) reported that the default Guild Council position is to award all Officers with Guild Life Membership.

All of the non-sabbatical officers left the room.

Rachel Rogers (History) asked what Life Membership meant. 

Dora Meredith (President) explained that it is an award given in recognition of commitment to the Guild, and allows those awarded to visit the Guild and use its services for life.

Johnny Davis (VPW) proposed the removal of the Satellites Officer and Postgraduate and Mature Students Officer from Life Membership.  He explained that although more support should be provided to non-sabbatical officers, we shouldn’t automatically award all of them when some of the non-sabbatical officers have worked very hard.
A vote was held.

Votes For:  100%                 Votes Against: 0%
Satellites Officer and Postgraduate and Mature Students Officer were removed from the Life Membership vote.
John Hilliard (FOCSOC) proposed the removal of Kelvin Rose (Home Students Officer) for his lack of contact with the Home Students Society and FOCSOC.
Johnny Kirby (VPHC), who has acted as Kelvin Rose’s mentor, responded by explaining that Kelvin Rose (Home Students Officer) had underestimated the job, has commitments within a range of committees, and has had a demanding final year workload.  As a result he has been unable to commit as much time to the role as he would have liked.  
A vote was held.

Votes For:  42%                 Votes Against: 58%
Kelvin Rose (Home Students Officer) was not removed from the Life Membership vote.

A vote was held to approve all of the other non-sabbs for Life Membership.
Votes For:  80%                 Votes Against: 20%
All remaining non-sabbatical officers were awarded Life Membership.

All of the sabbatical officers left the room.

A vote was held.

Votes For:  93%                 Votes Against: 7%
All sabbatical officers were awarded Life Membership.

8b) Honorary Life Membership

Dora Meredith (President) reported that Professor Adrian Randall, Chris Hawkins and Paul McMaster have all been nominated for Honorary Life Membership.
A vote was held to award Honorary Life Membership.

Votes For:  93%                 Votes Against: 7%
Professor Adrian Randall, Chris Hawkins and Paul McMaster were awarded Honorary Life Membership.

Leaving Speeches were given by the following four Sabbatical Officers:

Johnny Kirby (VPHC)

Matt Lamb (VPSAD)

Rob Hunter (VPEA) 

Julian Adeniran (VPS)

	

	8
	Motions
	Motion 9c) Compensation for students in the event of a staff strike.

A vote is held on motion 9c)

Votes For:  86%        Votes Against: 11%      Abstain: 4%
Motion 9c) passes.

Motion 9d) A Birmingham Student Assembly
Joel Marks (First Year) objected the motion stating that the Guild doesn’t have enough resources to launch a Birmingham Student Assembly given all that is already trying to achieve for University of Birmingham students.  He also suggested that the Guild have a number of challenges to face before they start putting effort into a new city wide initiative. 
Emma Cooper (LGBTQO) suggested that the initiative would not demand a significant amount of Guild resource as the work would be shared by students and institutions across Birmingham.

Joel Marks (First Year) disagrees suggesting that the initiative will require a significant amount of investment from the Guild.

Ash Chambers (VPDR) proposes a meeting directive to go straight to a vote.

A vote is held on the meeting directive.

Votes For:  81%        Votes Against: 19%      

The vote passes.

A vote is held on motion 9d)

Votes For:  78%        Votes Against: 15%      Abstain: 7%
Motion 9d) passes.

Motion 9i) Future Finances - Setting Policy was withdrawn by the proposer.

Motion 9j) Black History Month 

Dan Joplin objected the motion as he suggested that we shouldn’t segregate anything by colour and that Black History month
Johnny Davis (VPW) explained that campaigns like this exist for people and communities who historically, have not had their voices heard and have experienced oppression.  He also explained that ‘black’ is a political term that covers all ethnic minority peoples.  
Dan Joplin suggested that the event name be changed to make it clear that it is for all ethnic minorities.
Johnny Davis (VPW) explained that Black History Month is a national initiative and therefore the name cannot be changed.  
A vote is held on motion 9j)

Votes For:  92%        Votes Against: 4%      Abstain: 4%
Motion 9j) passes.
Motion 9m) EMERGENCY MOTION:  Student Safety

A vote is held on motion 9m)

Votes For:  96%        Votes Against: 0%      Abstain: 4%
Motion 9m) passes.

	

	
	
	Leaving Speeches were given by the following three Sabbatical Officers:

Johnny Davis (VPW)
Ash Chambers (VPDR)

Dora Meredith (President)
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