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Student Reps November Newsletter
Welcome to the November student Reps Newsletter, containing the results of the library survey, opportunities to sit on Misconduct and Fitness to Practice panels and an opportunity for a first year rep to sit on University Senate.
Student Reps News
Chair and Secretary Training
An extra session of chair and secretary training has been arranged for those reps who are taking on chair and secretary duties. The session is being held on 8th December from 17.00 – 18.00pm in the Mandela room at the Guild of Students. If you wish to claim points for being a chair or secretary you need to attend one of these sessions.
General training for all reps is delivered online via a WebCT module and can be found at:

 www.weblearn.bham.ac.uk/selfenrol
scrolling down to the 2010-11: Corporate services section and clicking on:

Corporate Services (General) - Student Reps Online Training 
and entering the keyword ‘training’ when prompted.
In order to claim PSA points for your time as a rep you must complete the online training.

Forums
Thank you to those Reps who attended the November round of College Rep forums. Feedback from reps suggests that the forums were helpful and informative and the Guild found them useful for the purposes of finding out what issues Reps are facing.
If you have an issue that you wish the Guild to take a look at then please do not hesitate to email r.hunter@guild.bham.ac.uk or n.cooper@guild.bham.ac.uk.

Library survey results

Thank you to those of you who responded to the short survey on Library opening hours. We received nearly 300 replies and the results show a preference for extending the term time weekday hours to midnight. The Guild will be meeting with the library in the coming weeks to continue discussions on opening hours, but if you have any other comments on the library service please let r.hunter@guild.bham.ac.uk or n.cooper@guild.bham.ac.uk know.
Misconduct and FTP volunteers

The Guild is recruiting volunteers to sit on Misconduct and Fitness to Practice panels. These panels sit when a student has been accused of misconduct relating to their course and student volunteers sit on them in order to give the panel a student perspective.
Sitting on these panels is an excellent opportunity to practice debating and interview skills and demonstrates to a prospective employer that you have been a member of a professional and important body whilst at University. Time commitment is no more than 10 hours a term.
If you wish to added to the volunteer pool for Misconduct or FTP panels please email n.cooper@guild.bham.ac.uk with your name, year, course/programme, contact number and whether you wish to be on Misconduct or Fitness to Practice. Once your details have been received you will be contacted by the University to arrange training. 

Please be aware that you must be on a Fitness to Practice* course to be eligible to sit on a Fitness to practice committee (any student may sit on Misconduct panel). 

*Fitness to Practice (FTP) course are courses that lead to a professionally recognised vocation such as social work, nursing, MBChB etc. If you are not sure if you are on an FTP course please check with a member of staff.
IT focus group

A recurring theme in the Student Rep forums and from conversations with Reps has been a general dissatisfaction with the provision of computers on campus. The Guild has been asked to assemble Reps for an IT focus group with IT services to tell the university what students want from their IT. 

This is an excellent opportunity to get your students views on IT over to the University, so if your students have been bringing IT issues to you please email n.cooper@guild.bham.ac.uk to register you interest. Please note that a time and date have not yet been set, that there are a limited number of spaces available and that we are looking for a good cross section of Reps to attend (UG, PGT, DR etc).
First year Senate Rep
The Guild is recruiting this year’s first year Senate Rep. Senate Reps are students that sit on the University’s highest level academic committee and make decisions on some of the most important developments at the University of Birmingham. As well as being an incredible opportunity for you to represent student views at the highest level, the post is an excellent boost to anyone’s CV.
You can find more information about becoming a Senate Rep in the attached role description and application form. You must be a current first year undergraduate student to apply for this post. The deadline for returning the forms is the 17th December.
Guild News
1. Library survey results
Thank you to those of you who responded to the short survey on Library opening hours. We received nearly 300 replies and the results show a preference for extending the term time weekday hours to midnight. The Guild will be meeting with the library in the coming weeks to continue discussions on opening hours, but if you have any other comments on the library service please let r.hunter@guild.bham.ac.uk or n.cooper@guild.bham.ac.uk know.
2. Volunteering and PSA registration 

Being a Rep is a great way to develop and improve skills that will be vital when you leave higher education, and the best way to do this is to register as a volunteer with the Guild and to register with the PSA.

Volunteer registration with the Guild can be done by completing the attached form and sending it back to volunteering@guild.bham.ac.uk The benefits of doing so include being able to get references for your volunteering, getting certificates and mugs for milestone volunteering hours and receiving support for further volunteering opportunities. All you have to do once you are registered is to fill in the monthly hours sheet (also attached) and send it to volunteering@guild.bham.ac.uk where Student Development will keep a track of how many hours you have volunteered for.
Registering for the PSA means that you will be part of a nationally recognized extra-curricular scheme, with your volunteering recognized on your degree transcript when you graduate.  You can find more out, and register at: http://www.as.bham.ac.uk/psa/index.shtml 
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