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Purpose: (Delete as appropriate)
Amend Existing Policy/Bye-Law

Add New Policy/Bye-Law


Mandate Officer(s) or Committees(s)

Summary: The Guild of Students shall affiliate to Movement Against Xenophobia (MAX) and support its initiatives.
Section One: Amend Existing Policy/Bye-Law 

1.1 Section of Document 
	1. Affiliations and Endorsements


1.2. Proposed Amended Text 

	The Guild of Students endorses the following national campaigns:

To include:
· Movement Against Xenophobia


Section Two: Add New Policy/Bye-Law 
2.1. Section to be added or added to  
	Beliefs and Commitments
Movement Against Xenophobia 


2.2 Proposed Text (normally no more than 200 words in case of Belief and Commitment)
	The University of Birmingham Guild of Students believes that the pressure on people’s income and on public services is not a result of immigrants, who are net contributors to the welfare state, but of employers’ attacks on wages and conditions, and cuts being introduced as a result of the austerity drive.

The Guild of Students believes that pandering to anti-immigrant arguments does not undermine racism, but instead normalises it, helping fuel the growth of right-wing political forces such as UKIP and far-right organisations such as the Britain First and English Defence League.

The Guild of Students is committed to campaign against the scapegoating of international students, and one way of doing that is by being part of the Movement Against Xenophobia network.


Section Three: Mandate A Guild Officer(s) or Committee
3.1. Person(s) Responsible For Delivering Mandate 

	ISO, ARAFO, VPE, VPW, VPHC


3.2. Completion Date for Mandate 

	To report on any progress by next Guild Council


3.3. Mandate Text (shall normally be no more than 200 words)
	Mandate Officers to join MAX, lobby the MPs against the Immigration Bill, and support ISO & ARAFO’s campaigns for international students. The officers should ensure that international students’ wellbeing and education are properly represented against any possible scapegoating initiatives coming from landlords, the NHS, and the university itself.


Section Four: Written Statement in Support of Motion (shall normally be no more than 500 words)
	Movement Against Xenophobia is a campaign aimed at countering the vicious anti-immigrant discourse of mainstream politics in the UK. They are currently in the process of building a coalition of organisations and prominent individuals to mobilise and inform people on the issues around immigration.

The Coalition government has passed various bills and is currently using Birmingham as a trial area in an attempt to turn landlords into members of the border control agency, which would lead to racial profiling of students. Movement Against Xenophobia (MAX) has been established as a broad campaign involving over 60 different organisations. 

This motion calls the Guild of Students to stand up for its international students who have been unfairly used as political football in the media and the Parliament. The Guild shall affiliate to Movement Against Xenophobia (MAX) network and support its initiatives. 

This motion is also in line with the Guild’s bye-laws: 44. Article Four Direction which says: 

‘The Guild of Students’ believe that any legislation attempting to restrict where vulnerable tenants or certain groups such as students, young people or migrant workers can live is not acceptable.’ and 46. Housing. 

Therefore, the Guild of Students should ensure that international students are not discriminated against by not being able to access NHS services or rent a room on the basis of their nationality. 
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If you have any queries, please e-mail   council@guild.bham.ac.uk

