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Author Name:
Susanne Hartmann
Purpose: 
Mandate Officer(s) or Committees(s)
Summary: To mandate the VPHC and the ISO to look into the feasibility and possibility of providing help for International (or all) Students to donate kitchenware/bedding during their moving-out period from May-July.   
Mandate A Guild Officer(s) or Committee
3.1. Person(s) Responsible For Delivering Mandate 

	The Vice President of Housing and Community and the International Students Officer


3.2. Completion Date for Mandate 
	By the end of May, 2015


3.3. Mandate Text (shall normally be no more than 200 words)
	To mandate the Vice President of Housing and Community and the International Students Officer to look into the feasibility and possibility of providing help for International (or all) Students to donate kitchenware/bedding during their moving-out period from May-July, as most International Students are unable to move replaceable kitchenware, bedding and other heavy and big products back to their home country/to a new international location.


Section Four: Written Statement in Support of Motion (shall normally be no more than 500 words)
	International Students often do not have the possibility to move their kitchenware, bedding or other heavy and big products back to their home or on to their next international destination. This is because many of them are unable to go back by car or train or have friends and/or family members that are able to help them carry and transport their things to their next destination. Bearing in mind that many International Students have to go by airplane, there are strict luggage weight restrictions, and additional weight or additional pieces of luggage can result in high fines. 
Over the summer period, this often leads to International Students leaving behind many of their things, which are still in very good condition and could be used by other students, or donated to homeless shelters or other charity organizations. Currently however, most of these things get thrown away. Besides this being an environmental issue, it has caused problems for landlords who have had to remove all these things from flats and houses, causing delays of moving-in dates and polluting the streets of Selly Oak and surroundings, causing traffic congestions and discomfort of local residents.

Because a lot of these things, such as mugs, pots, frying pans, toasters or kettles, are still in good condition when students move out, it is seen to be a waste to simply throw all these things away when other International Students or charity organizations would have good use for them. Most International Students would be more than willing to donate any of their products that are in good condition and clean, in order not to cause troubles with the landlord and to do some good to other students or people in need at the same time. 

If the Guild could help to provide a space for these students to be able to donate these products, a lot of their stress during the moving out period could be taken away and the number of costly luggage charges to them or angry landlords and local residents could be reduced. Some of these products may not be reusable, due to hygiene reasons. If the Guild could provide help to International Students who do not have cars here in the UK, to remove these things and get them transported to skips or dumpsters, further stress would be reduced and again troubles to landlords and local residents minimized.  

After talking to several students, this problem also seems to apply to students whose home or next destination is based in the UK, which would make the number of students that would benefit from this help form the Guild even greater. 
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If you have any queries, please e-mail   council@guild.bham.ac.uk

