[image: image1.jpg]ouildofstudents



[image: image1.jpg]



Author Name:
Alex Deam
Purpose: (Delete as appropriate)
Mandate Officer(s) or Committees(s)
Summary: To investigate whether the Law School can help improve the public understanding of law, especially of important acts such the HRA
Section Three: Mandate A Guild Officer(s) or Committee
3.1. Person(s) Responsible For Delivering Mandate 

	President


3.2. Completion Date for Mandate 
	Last Guild Council before the General Election – 26th March


3.3. Mandate Text (shall normally be no more than 200 words)
	To approach the Law School (or individual academics within the School if necessary) and propose they lead an ongoing project to increase the public understanding of the law, including, but not limited to, important documents where there is a lot of myths and misunderstanding in public debate, such as the Human Rights Act 1998 and the European Convention on Human Rights. This project could involve public lectures, regular statements in the media, or extensive social media use, to bring more knowledge to the general public. Another option should be to ask the University to look into the creation of a Chair in the Public Understanding of Law, similar to the Science position at Oxford.


Section Four: Written Statement in Support of Motion (shall normally be no more than 500 words)
	Universities contain a great wealth of knowledge, and I fundamentally believe it is not there just for the education of students, but should be unlocked as widely as possible for the great benefit of every person in society. This is especially the case when special interests are out to deceive the public on matters of critical important – experts and academics should act as a check against that.
The media, opposition parties such as UKIP
, and even our own government, have been complicit in attempting to undermine the ECHR, and the HRA which put it into domestic law. This is about human rights, and so undermines all of our freedom. But it is especially concerning for a student population, many of whom come from backgrounds that the HRA protects on a regular basis. It is important that we, at a minimum, keep the basic protections it offers. But it is also important that myths are challenged too, to protect people from wider harm in our culture.

For example, if our own Home Secretary can get away with claiming someone was prevented from being deported because they had a pet cat (a totally untrue claim
), then this helps perpetuate xenophobia, putting international students here at higher risk of stigma and attack.

In light of all of this, on top of the general duty to use our education for the good of society, it is the responsibility of those who are experts in public law to lead the way and challenge the those that would rather the general public were dumb, apathetic and completely vulnerable in the face of unaccountable power. There are many great law blogs, many of which I sometimes read, but more needs to be done.

And just to clarify – I put the mandate for the President, because as a former law student she may have very good contacts in the Law School which other Officers don’t have. But I don’t mind too much if another Officer wanted to lead this instead.
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� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ukip.org/policies_for_people" �http://www.ukip.org/policies_for_people�





� � HYPERLINK "http://blogs.channel4.com/factcheck/factcheck-theresa-may-caught-catnapping-on-the-job/8064" �http://blogs.channel4.com/factcheck/factcheck-theresa-may-caught-catnapping-on-the-job/8064� 





If you have any queries, please e-mail   council@guild.bham.ac.uk

