Briefing for student group committee: 

Outside Speakers and Freedom of Speech on Campus

The Guild has policy and procedures regarding external speakers in order to enshrine our commitment to Freedom of Speech while ensuring we act in the best interests of our students and in a socially responsible manner. We are committed to facilitating debate and discussion to further the extra-curricular development of our students. Constitutionally, the Guild is committed to Freedom of Speech and to support student societies in inviting external speakers to their events to contribute to the dialogue. 

When approving external speaker requests, it is important that we take into consideration any risks associated with the speaker attending the event so that we can work with you to mitigate them. This may require additional support and resources so the more time we have to prepare the better. Risks we have to take into consideration when approving a speaker include student wellbeing and health and safety. We also consider the history of the speaker and any media attention they have received previously. Laws regarding discrimination, incitement and intimidation are taken into account when reviewing the history of the speaker to ensure that we are not perceived to be providing a platform for illegal activity. We will also consider any particular student groups that may take offence at the invitation of the speaker to an event and will encourage you to contact them in advance to discuss their concerns.

The form you need to complete to request permission for an external speaker can be requested from studentgroups@guild.bham.ac.uk and will be on the website soon. It is important that you include as much information as possible to speed up the checks we have to perform on the speaker.  If the form is submitted incomplete or we feel that you have not been thorough enough, we will send the form back to you to be updated. You need to leave us two weeks to carry out our approval process from the date of submission of a complete and appropriately detailed form, so submitting an inappropriately completed form risks having your event postponed.

The ‘Briefing for External Speakers’ document provided on our website must be circulated to all speakers in advance of submission of the form. You then need to confirm with them that they agree to comply with Guild policy while being hosted at one of our events, and note this on the form. 

The Freedom of Speech Rider we have included in the Speaker Event Pack is aimed at increasing awareness of our policy amongst all attendees at your event, including those not classified as speakers. With that in mind, you must copy and paste this rider on to the bottom of emails you send out inviting people to your event, for example on your club or society mailing list, as well as the event pages you set up on the internet, for example on Facebook. It is essential that this be circulated as due to the nature of some events, even those that are not classified as speakers will be voicing their opinions and contributing to discussions. 

While we realise that the bureaucratic burden of forms is not insignificant, we hope you understand that the information you provide is important for us to be able to fairly assess each speaker and make a decision that is in the best interests of the students and of the Guild. Overall, responsibility for all Guild activity, including student group events, lies with the Guild Trustee Board. 

For more information please refer to the Freedom of Speech policy that is included in the Speaker Event Pack. If any questions remain, please contact the Student Development Department.
Thank you. 

